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General Hancock was in no wise responsible for the organization of the Military CVmnuiswion that condemned Mrs. Sur-rutt to death; that her trial and execution rested entirely on the will and determination of the President and his constitutional advisers ; and that General Hancock in all matters pertaining to the same had no discretion or responsibility whatsoever, nor could las from his official position, have influenced or controlled thorn in the slightest degree. He never attended the sessions of the Commission, but was busily engaged in the diversified ami extensive cares of the military command, which re.quired his entire time and attention. As I attended the. Commission every day of the trial, I know that he was never seen about the rooms of the Commission. General Oartranft attended on the Commission daily, and this he did SIM special Provost Marshal, so as to be under the immediate direction of the President and Secretary of War, instead of the. Military Commandant of the Post.
In conclusion, permit a, single reflection. The trial and execution spoken of were demanded at the time by the whole Republican party ; the intensity of the public feeling and the infuriated demand for the; execution of the condemned parties cannot now be realised; and President Johnson, Secretary Stanton, and ,Jwlgo-AdvoiwU^(leiieral Holt, who had the entire, control of the matter, were, acting under the dictates of that political party, and simply carrying out its imperative demands. How humiliating to this intellect of the country the retleetion that, the name political party that had the entire responsibility for the, atrocious murder of that innocent woman, should now, for mo.ro political effect, attempt falsely and most wrongfully to injure a brave soldier, who so often perilled hia life to' save the, Union, by charging upon him misconduct for having in Home way participated in that act which that whole party demanded and approved at the time!
For standing by Mrs, Surratt in her terrible ordeal. I my*the purpose of said trial and attendance
